PREPARATION FOR THE DICTIONARY.   199

and consequently the same impres-
sions of books would not answer for both
countries. The inhabitants of the present
generation would read the English impres-
sions ; but posterity, being taught a differ-
ent. spelling, would prefer the American or-
thography.

" Besides this, a national language is a
band of national union. Every engine
should be employed to render the people
of this country national; to call their at-
tachments home to their own country ; and
to inspire them with the pride of national
character. However they may boast of in-
dependence, and the freedom of their gov-
ernment, yet their opinions are not suffi-
ciently independent ; an astonishing respect
for the arts and literature of their parent
country, and a blind imitation of its man-
ners, are still prevalent among the Ameri-
cans, Thus an habitual respect for another
country, deserved indeed and once laudable,
turns their attention from their own inter-
ests, and prevents their respecting them-
selves."

He supposes various objections to this re-
form : that it would oblige people to relearn